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Topics
• What is TEST

– TEST & FIRST

• Virtual Training Vs. Classroom Training
• The TEST Virtual Campus
• Types of Online Course Delivery Methods
• TEST Training Methodology
• FIRST Operator Certification Programs



&
• The intention of FIRST is to provide all participants in 

the flexographic reproduction process with a common 
set of guidelines, tutorials and data that can be used 
as communication and production tools.

• The aim of FIRST is to create a common set of 
specifications and communication protocols for the 
industry. This platform should establish common 
communication and identify the responsibility of the 
provider(s).



&
• TEST is the educational arm of the Flexographic 

Technical Association.

• The aim of TEST is to align all of the training materials 
available through the FTA  with the guidelines, tutorials 
and data identified in FIRST.

• TEST is focused on implementing new learning 
methodologies to reach out to a larger portion of the FTA 
membership.  



Virtual Training 
Vs. Classroom Training



Virtual Training 
Vs. Classroom Training

Registration Fees Airfare

Hotel Other Expenses



Lost Production Time



Virtual Training 
Vs. Classroom Training

Registration Fees Training



Value of Virtual Training
Onsite Course Registration Fee = $795.00
Airfare = $500.00
Lodging & Expenses for two Nights = $450.00

Total = $1,745.00

Online Course Registration Fee = $495.00
Airfare = 0
Lodging & Expenses for two Nights = 0

Total = $495.00



Welcome to the 
TEST Virtual Campus

Campus Overview



TEST Virtual Campus



TEST Virtual Campus

• Hosted by Taleo/learn.com
• Over 700 current users
• Over 12 customized campuses
• Primary delivery for FIRST Certification 

Programs



   )



)

• In self-paced learning, the learner controls 
the pace of the learning process.

• In self-paced learning, the content, 
learning sequence, pace of learning and 
the media are determined by the 
individual.

• Course materials need to be completed 
within a certain timeframe



Virtual Instructor Led Courses



Virtual Instructor Led Courses

• Taught in a modular format with a new 
module introduced weekly.

• Learners are expected to complete the 
module at their convenience within the 
week.

• Virtual instructor introduces the module 
with a brief lecture of the weeks content.



Virtual Instructor Led Courses

• Classroom discussions take place utilizing 
a discussion forum.

• Discussion topics are based on the weeks 
content and/or the work environment.



Classroom
Discussions



CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS

Paving the way for 
Flexographic Excellence



• This certification is the flexo industry’s 
standard of excellence, and it's the 
absolute best way to communicate your 
proficiency in the flexographic print 
process.

• The FIRST Operator Certification 
Program is a curriculum composed of 
multi-level courses designed to deliver 
and assess specific flexographic skill 
sets and knowledge via online course 
study and examinations. 

What is FIRST 
Operator Certification?



What is FIRST 
Operator Certification?

• At each level, the program will: 
– improve your technical expertise; 
– advance your hands-on skills; 
– and polish to perfection your flexographic 

vocabulary and communication skills.

• By the completion of Level III, you will 
have attained a high-level technical 
knowledge of the flexographic printing 
process, with expert knowledge of the 
specifications outlined in FIRST
(Flexographic Image Reproduction 
Specifications & Tolerances)



FIRST
Certification Programs

• Implementation Specialist
– FIRST Operator Certification Level I
– FIRST Implementation Certification Level II
– FIRST Implementation Certification Level III

• Press Operations
– FIRST Operator Certification Level I
– FIRST Press Operator Certification Level II
– FIRST Press Operator Certification Level III

• Prepress Operators
– FIRST Operator Certification Level I
– FIRST Prepress Operator Certification Level II
– FIRST Prepress Operator Certification Level III



Implementation Specialist

This certification program is designed for non-
production personnel, including suppliers of 
flexographic products and services. At the 
completion of the three levels, students will have a 
solid understanding of FIRST methodology and be 
able to effectively communicate, analyze and apply 
FIRST design prepress /print specifications.



Press Operator

This certification program is designed for 
press operators wanting to gain an expert 
proficiency of flexographic press operations. 
At the completion of the three levels, students 
will have a solid understanding of: FIRST 
specifications; the appropriate procedures for 
evaluating press conditions to achieve optimal 
results and reduce waste; how to 
communicate effectively with the entire supply 
chain; and the use of statistical process 
control to maintain press run consistency & 
color accuracy.



Prepress Operator

This certification program is designed for 
prepress personnel wanting to gain an expert 
proficiency of flexographic prepress operations. 
At the completion of the three levels, students 
will have a solid understanding of FIRST job 
assembly specifications, and the application of 
FIRST continuous tone color separation 
specifications, prepress calibration practices, 
and prepress output practices.



Level One

• Serves as the 
Building Blocks.

• Same for all Three 
Programs.

• About the Industry.
• About the Process.
• Terminology



Level Two

• The nuts and Bolts of 
the Individual Job 
Functions.

• Specific to the 
Application/Equipment.



Level Three

• Applying the Science 
of FIRST to Individual 
Job Functions.

• Specific to the FIRST
Methodology.



Prepress Operator

Level II
The Level II course defines the foundational
skill set needed by novice graphic artists in
the early years of their careers and has been
designed to recognize those who have attained
a basic level of prepress operations; including
working with Adobe® Creative Suite, as well as
other desktop applications. Before taking the
Level II examination, individuals must meet all
prerequisite skills and have already completed
the Level I certification course.



Prepress Operator

Level III
This certification level is the highest prepress
certification offered by FFTA and is designed
to recognize those who have attained a high degree
of technical prepress operations,
knowledge and skill. Students must
demonstrate FIRST techniques for measuring
and controlling print variables throughout
the entire flexographic workflow, and must
familiar with FIRST specifications and how to
implement them proficiently. Before taking the
Level III examination, individuals must meet all
prerequisite skills and have already completed
the Levels I & II certification courses.



Prepress Operator
Program Outcomes

• Communicate FIRST methodology to all internal and external teams 
• Examine FIRST job assembly specifications
• Identify FIRST asset generation points throughout the workflow
• Apply FIRST digital asset allocation and interpretation methods
• Perform FIRST job assembly
• Apply FIRST continuous tone color separation specifications
• Apply FIRST spot color separation specifications
• Apply FIRST prepress calibration practices
• Apply FIRST prepress output practices



Thank You 
for 

Your Attention
Joe Tuccitto
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